
MN Department of Human Services Community Living Infrastructure Grants 
Metro Counties Award Summaries 

 
Background 
In 2017, the Minnesota Legislature added language to the Minnesota Housing Support Act (Chapter 
256I) to increase and improve opportunities for Minnesotans with disabling conditions to live in the 
community. The housing package included grant funding aimed at developing and supporting 
community living infrastructure throughout the state, totaling $2.8 million for the State through June 
2019, $1.5 million for July 2019-June 2020, and $2.6 million annually ongoing. The funding covers 
initiatives in three categories: 1) Outreach services to connect homeless individuals to housing, medical 
supports, employment and community resources; 2) Housing Resource Specialist services to assist 
individuals with obtaining required documentation so they can access housing; and 3) Administration 
and Monitoring of the Housing Support program in order to monitor quality of services, increase 
efficiencies and build capacity to expand.  
 
Awards 
Following a competitive selection process, DHS made the following awards to the metro area counties 
for July 1, 2018 – June 30, 2019, totalling $1,324,235: 
 
Metro Area Health and Human Service Housing Coordinating Board 
$181,904 
The Housing Coordinating Board Community Living Infrastructure grant will improve housing stability for 
people cycling through treatment and hospitals in the seven-county metropolitan area. Dakota County is 
the fiscal agent for this grant. The Housing Coordinating Board will use these funds to develop a metro-
wide Housing Support administrator to simplify using Housing Support in private market, community-
based rental housing. There will be a competitive selection process to identify and launch an 
administrator. Outcomes include: house 30 households by June 30, 2019; Lessen the workload of county 
administration, economic assistance workers, and service providers, while streamlining rent payment 
processes, by consolidating rent payment processes with a regional administrator; give Housing Support 
recipients more choices of service providers; and use separation of housing from services to better 
leverage Medicaid; and remove barriers to transitioning to waivered services. In 2019, the Housing 
Coordinating Board will apply for renewed funds for the two-year grant cycle of July 2019 - June 2021. 
 
Anoka County 
$191,027 
Anoka County will form a Housing Response Team, a wrap-around program providing services, and will 
include the following team members: a staff person from family services, waiver services, county 
homeless street outreach staff (PATH), the Outreach Specialist (requested position), Housing Resource 
Coordinator (requested position), Economic Assistance worker, and Health Care Navigator. The 
proposed Housing Resource Coordinator will help to organize meetings for selected staff and assist with 
the training. This team will be known as the Housing Response Team. A focus for the group, which will 
require assistance from the new Coordinator, is to review data of segregated settings and identify 
individuals who need assistance with housing resources.  The proposed Outreach Specialist will be 
embedded within Adult Mental Health (AMH) so that the Outreach staff person have access to 
individuals who may be cycling in and out of facilities. 
 



Carver County 
$118,820 
Carver County’s grant will pay for a new Homeless Outreach Specialist who will take referrals from the 
Coordinated Entry System (CES) for support services.  The grant will also cover supervision, equipment, 
space, mileage, and application fees for participants. The Outreach Specialist will locate referred 
households and help them gather verifications needed for housing programs (verification of disability, 
income, criminal history, credit, rental history, etc.).  They will also help people seek housing options 
outside of CES, through project-based properties, public housing, and by increasing income to self-
resolve. Meanwhile, the Outreach Specialist will work to connect the household to long term support 
services so that they can continue to take on new cases.   
 
Dakota County 
$140,088 
The Dakota County Community Living Infrastructure grant will support the needs of people with 
disabilities and housing instability who want to live in the community. Dakota County will add $80,000 to 
an existing contract with Ally Supportive Services to fulfill the role of street outreach services and the 
Housing Resource Specialist role. The remainder of the funds ($60,088) will offset staff time for 
monitoring and quality assurance of vendors and overpayment collections. In 2019, Dakota County will 
apply for renewed funds for the two-year grant cycle of July 2019-June 2021.  
 
Hennepin County 
$212,842 
Hennepin County received funding under the Housing Resource Specialist and Administration and 
Monitoring categories of funding. The Housing Resource Specialist will provide training and technical 
assistance to outreach, navigators, case managers on helping people access homes and resources, and 
coordinate and support outreach, case management, housing staff. The Administration and Monitoring 
funds will help Hennepin to launch and expand community-based Housing Support programs, and to 
update and innovate Housing Support programs to increase people’s choice and prepare to implement 
new Housing Stabilization Services under Medicaid.  
 
Ramsey County 
$214,357 
Ramsey County’s project will pay for one full-time Planning Specialist position to streamline 
administration and monitoring activities associated with the Housing Support Program and one full-time 
Housing Resource Specialist position for resource development and capacity building. 
 
Scott County 
$79,750 
Scott County receive funds for 1 FTE. This new position will expand the number of providers and 
households who can access the Housing Support Program (HSP) by recruiting additional 
providers.  Additionally, they will develop technical assistance and an auditing process to ensure current 
and new providers are providing high quality services.  The funding will also be used to develop internal 
procedures at the county to better identify households who are eligible for housing resources (MSA 
Housing Assistance, Coordinated Entry, Public Housing, etc.) and ensure all departments are making 
proper referrals.  In addition to expanding county knowledge base around housing, Scott County will 
work with service providers to increase their knowledge of mainstream supports such as MSA Housing 



Assistance, Waivers, PCA’s, TCM, and other public benefits that can help support households in the long 
run to ensure housing stability. 
 
Washington County 
$185,447 
Washington County’s grant will support an additional 1.3 FTE in Outreach and 0.50 in Administration of 
the Housing Support Program. This additional FTE will support 1 full time new hire to oversee the 
Housing Support program for the County as a whole and stabilize the County's Homeless Outreach 
Services Team's (HOST) time conducting outreach. The grant also allots $750 for provider application 
fees.  
 
*Please note that there are distinctions in the terminology each county uses to describe similar functions. 
We anticipate that increased collaboration and metro-wide projects will help to minimize these 
differences over time.  


